WILD   BASIL, Clinopodium vulgar* L.

375. Wild 'Basil, Clinopodiurn vu/gare L. (X i); peremaial
with annual stems up to 2'ft. high and a slender, creeping root-
stock; stems square in cross-section, densely covered with soft
reflexed or spreading
iAs; leaves opposite,
shortly stalked, ovate to
triangular-ovate, obtuse
at the apex, rounded at
the base, obscurely tooth-
ed, loosely covered on
both surfaces with soft
spreading hairs; flowers
in axillary shortly stalked
clusters, each short flower-
stalk with a pair of very
.narrow (subulate) hairy
bracts at the base (A, x 2) ;
calyx tubular, with 5 very
narrow hairy subequal
lobes and about 15 ribs,
i^e clothed with gland-
tipped hairs; corolla (B,
X li) purple-red, nearly
twice as long as the calyx,
unequally 4-lobed; sta-
mens 4, exserted; ovary
(0, X 2) deeply 4-lobed,
on a fleshy disk, with
the style between the lobes ;
smooth (family Labiatae).

This is a -bee or humble-bee flower with abundant nectar
secreted by the base of the ovary and stored in the base of the
corolla-tube even to a height of 3 millimetres. There are 2 kinds
of flowers, bisexual and female, sometimes on the same plant
(described . as gynomonc>edous\) or on different plants (gyno-

nutlets (D, x 4) very small and

* In tbe first volume (Common Wild Flowers) as few botanical
terms as possible were used in the descriptions, However, one corre^
Indent complained in an amusing letter (see p. 265) that his
iftmsiasm for the study of the book had been completely shattered
fay the few which were introduced and which he could not find in the
dictionaries in his local library.
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